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DAILY CURRENTS AFFAIRS (02 August 2024) 

TOPICS COVERED 

1. States can sub-classify SCs for quotas: top court (GS Paper-II: Reservation) 
2. Swapnil guns down third shooting medal for India (PCS) 

3. Above-normal rain in August, La Nina could intensify September precipitation, says IMD (GS Paper-I: Geography) 

4. T.N. fisherman dies in bid to evade arrest by Lanka navy (GS Paper-II: India-Srilanka) 

5.  Rajasthan may enact UCC, says Law Minister (GS Paper-II: DPSP) 

6. What early warning did Kerala have? (GS Paper-I: Geography) (GS Paper-III: Disaster Management) 

7. 4 dead as cloudbursts wreak havoc in Himachal Pradesh (GS Paper-I: Geography) (GS Paper-III: Disaster 
Management / Environment) 

8. Prime Minster takes dig at China, says India does not believe in expansionism (GS Paper-I:IR) 

9. RTE Act covers admissions to KG classes too, rules Madras HC (GS Paper-I: Polity) 

10. Opposition targets Centre over roof leak in Parliament, seeks discussion 

11. BCCI, SAI told to curb surrogate advertising for tobacco, alcohol (GS Paper-IV: Ethics) 

12.States can directly buy rice from FCI, says Food Minister (GS Paper-III: PDS System) 

13. Allahabad HC rejects plea by Shahi Id gah mosque committee (GS Paper-II: History) 

14. Punitive tax on imported laboratory chemicals removed after furore 

15. A verdict on the Money Bill that India awaits (GS Paper-II: Money Bill) 

16. Contested harvest (GS Paper-II: S&T, Environment) 

17. Is the Centre being iniquitous in State transfers? (GS Paper-II: Center-State Relations) 

18. The relevance of pumped storage projects (GS Paper-III: Renewable Energy) 

19. On election of the European Commission president (GS Paper-II:IR) 
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States can sub-classify SCs for quotas: top court (02 August) 

Seven-judge Constitution Bench of the Supreme Court holds that sub-categorisation within a class is a 
constitutional requirement to secure substantive equality, if the social position of the constituents is not 
comparable; says apprehensions of ‘potential political tinkering’ cannot obviate constitutional need for 
acknowledging inequality among SCs 

• A seven-judge Constitution Bench of the Supreme Court, led by Chief Justice of India D.Y. Chandrachud, ruled that 
States can sub-classify Scheduled Castes in the Presidential List for preferential treatment in public employment 
and education. 

• The judgment referred to the Indra Sawhney case, where a nine-judge Bench found it constitutional to classify the 
backward class into "backward" and "more backward." 

• Chief Justice Chandrachud stated that the same principle applies to Scheduled Castes if their social positions are 
not comparable. 

• Sub-categorization within a class is deemed a constitutional requirement to achieve substantive equality. 
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• The judgment did not address the introduction of the creamy layer principle to SCs and STs. 
• Four of the seven judges suggested that the government should apply the creamy layer principle to Scheduled 

Castes and Scheduled Tribes, similar to the OBC category, to exclude affluent individuals or families from 
reservation benefits and prioritize the underprivileged within these classes. 

• The State should develop a policy to identify the creamy layer within Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes to 
exclude them from affirmative action benefits. 

• Justice B.R. Gavai emphasized that real equality under the Constitution can be achieved only by excluding the 
affluent within these groups. 

• Justice Gavai questioned whether a child of IAS/IPS officers can be equated with a child of a disadvantaged 
Scheduled Caste member studying in a rural school. 

• Justices Vikram Nath, Pankaj Mithal, and Satish Chandra Sharma supported this view. 
• Chief Justice Chandrachud, along with Justice Misra, stated that it is constitutionally permissible for States to sub-

classify groups within Scheduled Castes. 
• Four other judges backed this joint opinion. 
• Justice Gavai noted that treating unequals unequally is necessary to achieve real equality. 
• Justice Gavai emphasized the State's duty to give preferential treatment to underrepresented backward classes. 
• Justice Bela Trivedi dissented, arguing that States cannot alter the Presidential List of Scheduled Castes. 
• The judgment followed a reference to the seven-judge Bench in 2020 regarding the constitutionality of the Tamil 

Nadu Arunthathiyars Reservation Act, 2009, and the Punjab Scheduled Castes and Backward Classes 
(Reservation in Services) Act, 2006. 

• Chief Justice Chandrachud traced the States' power to sub-classify Scheduled Castes for affirmative action to 
Articles 15(4) and 16(5) of the Constitution. 

• The court acknowledged concerns about potential political manipulation by parties but stated that this does not 
negate the constitutional need to address inequality among Scheduled Castes. 

Above-normal rain in August, La 
Nina could intensify September 
precipitation, says IMD (02 August) 
• Landslides triggered by rain have killed over 200 
people in Wayanad, Kerala. 
• Uttarakhand and Himachal Pradesh are also 
experiencing intense rainfall. 
• The India Meteorological Department (IMD) forecasts 
above-normal rain in August and September. 

• August is expected to receive normal rainfall, while 
September is likely to have more rainfall than the average 
17 cm. 

• The IMD predicts that rainfall across the country from 
August to September will be above normal, exceeding 
106% of the Long Period Average (LPA). 

• Increasing September rainfall in recent years has caused 
damage to standing crops, such as the soybean crop in 
Madhya Pradesh two years ago. 
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• La Nina or La Nina-like conditions are likely to develop towards the end of August, potentially causing more rain in 
September. 

• Heavy rain in September and October, during the monsoon retreat, can affect winter sowing and increase air 
pollution in northern India. 

• July, the rainiest monsoon month, recorded 30.5 cm of rainfall, nearly 9% more than normal. 
• The IMD had forecast that July's rain would be "above normal," meaning 6% or more than usual. 
• Except for northeastern, eastern, and northwestern India, most of the country experienced surplus rain, over 30% 

more than usual, aligning with the IMD's forecast. 
• In July, 1,223 stations reported heavy or very heavy rainfall (11 cm or more). 
• Kerala was warned of very heavy rain beginning on July 29, with an orange alert issued, followed by a red alert early 

on July 30. 
• Delhi, which experienced intense rain on Wednesday evening, received orange alerts two days in advance. 

T.N. fisherman dies in bid to evade arrest by Lanka navy (02 August) 
Two fishermen held by the Sri Lankan Navy; search operation on to and another fisherman 

• An Indian fisherman from Tamil Nadu died after his boat capsized in Sri Lankan waters while resisting arrest by the 
Sri Lankan Navy. 

• A search operation is ongoing for another fisherman, while two others from the capsized boat were arrested. 
• India summoned a senior Sri Lankan diplomat to express strong protest over the incident. 
• Fishing community leaders in Rameswaram demanded the government file a murder case against the Sri Lankan 

Navy personnel. 
• Sri Lankan Navy spokesperson Captain Gayan Wickramasooriya stated that the fishermen engaged in aggressive 

maneuvers when the Navy attempted to apprehend them for illegal fishing. 
• Early in the morning, 10 to 15 Indian trawlers were in Sri Lankan waters. When a Sri Lankan patrol boat tried to 

capture one, the fishermen attempted to escape, causing their boat to capsize. 
• Four fishermen fell into the sea; one was seriously injured and later died at a hospital in Pungudutivu. 
• One fisherman is missing, and two were rescued and are in Sri Lankan custody. 
• The two fishermen in custody were taken to Kankesanthurai for further investigation. 
• Indian Consulate officials in Jaffna have been instructed to provide assistance to the fishermen and their families. 

Rajasthan may enact UCC, says Law Minister (02 August) 
Two Ministers had earlier promised that the UCC would be implemented shortly in the State 

• The Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) government in Rajasthan is considering introducing a Bill for the Uniform Civil 
Code (UCC). 

• The timeline for the Bill's introduction is undecided, but the State government is studying a similar Bill passed in 
Uttarakhand. 

• Parliamentary Affairs Minister Jogaram Patel stated that the Bill would be introduced at an appropriate time after 
considering all aspects. 

• The government is taking into account all relevant factors before introducing the Bill, and the matter is under 
consideration. 

• Mr. Patel, who also holds the Law and Justice portfolio, made the statement during Question Hour in response to 
BJP MLA Kalicharan Saraf. 

• The House was informed that the Bill would be tabled after thorough evaluation during the ongoing budget 
session. 

• Earlier this year, Public Health Engineering Minister Kanhaiya Lal and Education Minister Madan Dilawar had 
promised that the UCC would be implemented soon in Rajasthan, following Uttarakhand's passage of a similar 
Bill. 

• Despite the BJP's election manifestos promising the UCC's implementation, the Rajasthan government has not 
held consultations with stakeholders, including the Opposition Congress and other parties. 

• No public suggestions have been invited for the draft Bill. 
• Uttarakhand is the first State to enact the UCC. 
• BJP-ruled Gujarat, Assam, and Madhya Pradesh have announced plans to implement the Code. 
• Union Home Minister Amit Shah announced that a UCC would be implemented within the next five years if the BJP 

returned to power. 
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Article 44: 

• The Uniform Civil Code (UCC) is a proposed law in India that aims to establish a common set of personal laws 

for all citizens, regardless of their religion.  

• These personal laws would cover matters such as marriage, divorce, inheritance, adoption, and maintenance. 

• It provides for Uniform Civil Code (UCC) 

• UCC aims to have common standardized civil laws in the country. 

Historical Context 

• The idea of a UCC has its roots in the British colonial era. The Law Commission of 1835 recommended a uniform civil 

code for India, excluding personal laws of Hindus and Muslims.  

• However, the British government did not implement this suggestion. 

• Despite the introduction of Article 44 into the original constitution, Successive governments have 
found it difficult to build a consensus on the adoption of UCC in India. 

• Implementing a UCC in India is a complex issue due to the country's diverse religious and cultural 
landscape.  

• Religious Sentiments: Many religious groups are apprehensive about changes to their personal 
laws, fearing it as an encroachment on their religious freedom. 

• Customary Practices: Personal laws are deeply intertwined with customs and traditions, making 
their uniformization challenging. 

• Gender Equality: While UCC aims to promote gender equality, its impact on women's rights within 
different religions is a subject of debate. 

• At the same time, Indian Courts have given several important judgments. 

Landmark Judgments 

Apex courts have played a crucial role in shaping the discourse on UCC. Important judgments include: 

• Shah Bano case (1985): The Supreme Court ruled in favor of a Muslim woman's right to maintenance after 

divorce, leading to a political backlash and the subsequent passing of the Muslim Women (Protection of Rights 

on Divorce) Act, 1986. 

• Sharla Mudgal case (1995): The court emphasized the need for uniform laws on adoption, irrespective of 

religion. 

• Triple Talaq case, 2017 (Shayara Bano case): The Supreme Court declared instant triple talaq (talaq-e-biddat) 

unconstitutional, highlighting the need for legal reforms in personal laws. 

• Petitioner: Claimed that instant triple talaq violated her fundamental rights under Articles 14 (Right to 

Equality), 15 (Prohibition of discrimination), 21 (Right to Life and Personal Liberty), and 25 (Freedom of Religion) 

of the Indian Constitution. 

• Verdict: By a 3:2 majority, the Supreme Court declared the practice of instant triple talaq unconstitutional. 

• Legislation: Following the judgment, the Parliament of India passed the Muslim Women (Protection of 

Rights on Marriage) Act, 2019, which criminalized the practice of instant triple talaq. 

Arguments in Favor of the UCC 

• Legal Uniformity and Efficiency: A UCC would simplify the complex legal framework by providing a single set of 

rules for all citizens, regardless of religion. This would reduce litigation, enhance legal clarity, and improve the 

efficiency of the judicial system. 

• Gender Equality: Many personal laws contain discriminatory provisions against women, particularly in matters of 

marriage, divorce, property inheritance, and maintenance. A UCC could address these disparities and 

promote gender equality. 

• National Integration: By creating a common legal framework for personal matters, a UCC could foster a sense of 

national unity and reduce religious tensions. 

• Effective Implementation and Enforcement: A uniform law would be easier to implement and enforce 

compared to multiple, often contradictory, personal laws. 

• Protection of Vulnerable Sections: A UCC could provide better protection for vulnerable sections of society, 

such as women, children, and the elderly, by establishing clear rights and remedies. 

• Upholding Secularism: A UCC can reinforce India's commitment to secularism by ensuring that all citizens are 

treated equally under the law, regardless of their religion. This can help to prevent discrimination and promote a 

sense of unity among diverse communities. 

• Breaking Down Barriers: By establishing a common legal framework for personal matters, the UCC can 

contribute to breaking down social and religious barriers. It can foster a sense of shared citizenship and national 

identity. 

• Example: In matters of inheritance, a UCC could ensure that women from all religions have equal rights to inherit 

property, thereby challenging discriminatory practices prevalent in some personal laws. 

Arguments Against the UCC 
• Religious Sentiments: Many religious groups view personal laws as an integral part of their faith and 

culture, fearing that a UCC would infringe upon their religious freedom. 
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• Creation of apprehensions among Minorities. 
• Interfere with the exercise of the right to religion. 
• Diversity and Pluralism: India is a diverse country with multiple religions and customs (Examples: 

tribals, Parsis, etc.). Implementing a uniform code could be seen as undermining this diversity. 
• Practical Challenges: Drafting a UCC that accommodates the varied customs and practices of 

different communities is a complex task. 
• Political Feasibility: Building a consensus on the UCC is politically challenging, given the sensitive 

nature of the issue. 
• Potential for Social Disharmony: The imposition of a UCC without adequate consultation and 

sensitization could lead to social unrest and conflict in society. 
Way Forward 

• Article 44 of the Indian Constitution explicitly mandates the state to strive for a Uniform Civil Code (UCC). This directive 

places a constitutional obligation on the government to work towards this goal. 

• Role of State and Religion: The relationship between the state and religion is a complex issue. The 
UCC raises questions about the extent to which the state should intervene in matters of personal 
law. 

• Defining the appropriate balance between state intervention and religious autonomy is a complex 
issue. The UCC should be framed in a manner that respects both. 

• Any such decision should not be taken with haste. 
• Consensus Building: Implementing the UCC requires a delicate balance between the need for legal uniformity and the 

preservation of religious and cultural sensitivities.  

• Public Consultation: Extensive public consultation and awareness-building are essential for gaining 
acceptance of the UCC. 

• Gradual Implementation: A phased or incremental approach, rather than a sudden overhaul of personal laws, might be a 

more practical and acceptable strategy. This would allow for adjustments and adaptations based on feedback and experience. 

• Respect for Diversity: While aiming for uniformity, it's crucial to respect the diverse customs and practices of different 

communities. The UCC should strive to accommodate variations while upholding the principles of equality and justice. 

• The government and the society need to work harder to build trust, as well as to make a common 
cause with the social reformers attached to every community. 

Conclusion 
• Social Justice: A UCC can be a powerful tool for promoting social justice by addressing issues such 

as child marriage, polygamy, and dowry, which are prevalent in certain communities. 
• Modernization: By adopting a UCC, India can demonstrate its commitment to modernization and 

progress, aligning with the aspirations of a growing young population. 
 
 
Question: Discuss the possible factors that inhibit India from enacting for its citizen a uniform civil code 
as provided for in the Directive Principles of State Policy.          (12.5 Marks/200 Words)       (UPSC 2015) 
 
ANSWER STRUCTURE 

• Briefly introduce the answer with Uniform Civil Code (UCC) as a proposed law aimed at establishing common personal 

laws for all Indian citizens and mention its constitutional basis in Article 44. 

• Then discuss the historical background, including the Law Commission of 1835 and the lack of implementation of its 

recommendations. Mention the difficulty in building consensus since the introduction of Article 44. 

• Further bring the factors Inhibiting UCC 

o Religious Sentiments: Apprehensions among religious communities fearing encroachment on religious freedom. 

o Customary Practices: Challenges in integrating deeply rooted customs and traditions. 

o Gender Equality: Debate on the impact on women's rights across different religions. 

o Political and Social Challenges: Political feasibility and potential for social unrest. 

• In addition we can add significant court cases (Shah Bano, Sharla Mudgal, and Triple Talaq) influencing the discourse on 

UCC. 

• Conclude with Way Forward: 

ANSWER: 
 
         The Uniform Civil Code (UCC) aims to establish common personal laws for all citizens of India, 
covering matters such as marriage, divorce, inheritance, adoption, and maintenance. Despite being 
enshrined in Article 44 of the Indian Constitution as a Directive Principle of State Policy, several factors 
inhibit the enactment of a UCC. 
Historical Context 

• The concept of a UCC dates back to the British colonial era, when the Law Commission of 1835 
recommended a uniform code excluding personal laws of Hindus and Muslims.  

• However, this recommendation was not implemented. Since the introduction of Article 44, 
successive governments have struggled to build a consensus on UCC adoption due to India's 
diverse religious and cultural landscape. 

Factors Inhibiting UCC Enactment 
• Religious Sentiments: 
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o Apprehension Among Religious Groups: Many religious communities view personal laws as 
integral to their faith and culture. They fear that a UCC would infringe upon their religious 
freedom. 

o Examples: Personal laws for marriage, divorce, and inheritance are deeply rooted in religious 
practices. Changes to these laws are often seen as encroachments on religious autonomy. 

• Customary Practices: 
o Integration with Tradition: Personal laws are closely tied to customs and traditions, making 

their uniformization challenging. 
o Cultural Significance: Diverse customs, such as those of tribals, Parsis, and other 

communities, highlight the difficulty of creating a one-size-fits-all legal framework. 
• Gender Equality: 

o Debate on Impact: While the UCC aims to promote gender equality, its potential impact on 
women's rights within different religions remains a contentious issue. 

o Legal Disparities: Many personal laws have discriminatory provisions against women, 
particularly in matters of marriage and inheritance. 

• Political and Social Challenges: 
o Political Feasibility: Building a consensus on the UCC is politically challenging given the 

sensitive nature of the issue. 
o Potential for Social Disharmony: Imposing a UCC without adequate consultation and 

sensitization could lead to social unrest and conflict. 
Indian courts have significantly influenced the UCC discourse through landmark judgments: 

• Shah Bano Case (1985): The Supreme Court ruled in favor of a Muslim woman's right to 
maintenance after divorce, leading to political backlash and the Muslim Women (Protection of 
Rights on Divorce) Act, 1986. 

• Sharla Mudgal Case (1995): The court emphasized the need for uniform adoption laws irrespective 
of religion. 

• Triple Talaq Case (2017): The Supreme Court declared instant triple talaq unconstitutional, 
highlighting the need for legal reforms in personal laws. 

 
        Thus, implementing a UCC in India is a multifaceted challenge that requires careful consideration of 
religious, cultural, and social factors. Achieving a balance between uniformity and diversity is essential for 
promoting social justice, modernization, and national unity. 

What early warning did Kerala have? (02 August) 
In response to a calling attention motion on Wayanad landslides in Parliament, Home Minister Amit Shah makes 
several claims on early warning systems in India and how they are utilised to alert the Kerala government ahead of 
the tragedy 

• Union Home Minister Amit Shah claimed that early warnings were issued to Kerala ahead of the Wayanad 
landslides. 

• On July 18, a warning was issued for more than normal rainfall in the western coastal area of Kerala. 
• On July 23, this was updated to very heavy rainfall. 
• On July 25, the warning specified 'heavy to very heavy' rainfall. 
• An IMD press release on July 18 mentioned flash flood risks in northern Kerala until 11:30 a.m. on July 19. 
• However, the extended range forecast for July 18-31 issued on the same day did not mention Kerala. 
• An IMD press release on July 23 warned of very heavy rainfall at isolated places in Kerala and Mahe on July 25, with 

heavy rainfall from July 23-27. 
• The visual weather warnings included an orange alert for Kerala on July 25 and a yellow "watch" alert for July 23. 
• A press release on July 25 forecasted scattered to fairly widespread light to moderate rainfall with thunderstorms 

and lightning over Kerala and Mahe for the next five days, with heavy rainfall at isolated places from July 25-29. 
• Visual warnings showed a yellow alert for Kerala. 
• The extended range forecast for July 25 to August 7 predicted scattered to fairly widespread light to moderate 

rainfall with thunderstorms and lightning over Kerala and Mahe, along with heavy rainfall at isolated places during 
the week. 

• On July 29, the IMD issued an orange alert for very heavy rainfall at isolated places in Kerala and Mahe for July 29. 
• The landslides occurred in the early hours of July 30. 
• A red alert for July 30 was issued in a press release published at 1:10 p.m. on July 30, after the landslides had 

happened. 
• The same press release included an orange alert for Kerala and Mahe for July 31 and August 1. 
• The IMD’s Agricultural Meteorology Division forecasted 15 mm of rain for Wayanad on July 30, which is not 

considered a significant cause for concern. 



 PATRIOTIC IAS: PAIDLEYGANJ, GORAKHPUR            CONTACT US: 9971932488 
 

• The extended range forecast from July 25 predicted above-normal rainfall for Kerala from July 26 to August 1, but 
no alarms or warnings were issued. 

• The forecast for August 2-8 predicted normal rainfall for Kerala. 
• The Thiruvananthapuram Met Centre's district rainfall forecast for Wayanad on July 26 predicted light to moderate 

rainfall on July 30. 
• Union Home Minister Amit Shah claimed an early warning for rainfall over 20 cm and possible landslides was 

issued to Kerala on July 26, but the IMD press release on that day did not include such a warning, only a yellow 
watch alert. 

• Kerala Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan stated that the IMD, Geological Survey of India, and Central Water 
Commission forecasts and alerts were inadequate. 

• Vijayan shared an "Experimental Rainfall Induced Landslide Forecast Bulletin" for Wayanad issued on July 29, 
which predicted a low possibility of landslides. 

• The information about the early warning system for landslides and rainfall was not publicly available. 
• Union Home Minister Amit Shah claimed that before 2014, disaster response was limited to relief and 

rehabilitation, which is incorrect. 
• India established the National Monsoon Mission (now called the Monsoon Mission) in 2012 to improve monsoon 

predictions. 
• The first phase of the Monsoon Mission (MM-I) was completed successfully in 2017, and the second phase (MM-II) 

began in September 2017, focusing on predicting weather extremes and developing climate applications. 
• MM-II is part of the Atmosphere and Climate Research — Modelling Observing Systems and Services (ACROSS), 

but its budget allocation was cut by ₹50 crore in 2024. 

4 dead as cloudbursts wreak havoc in Himachal Pradesh (02 August) 
49 missing in the State; Chief Minister Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu urges people to stay away from 

rivers amid forecast of more rain; PM directs officials to ensure all possible assistance to elected 

• Four people were killed and 49 are missing due to cloudbursts in Shimla, Mandi, and Kullu districts of Himachal 
Pradesh. 

• Torrential rain has caused rivers to swell and left one person injured and nine people stranded in different parts of 
the State. 

• Chief Minister Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu reported that search and rescue operations are ongoing, with assistance 
requested from the Army and Air Force. 

• The State has suffered significant damage. 
• Heavy rain is expected over the next 36 hours, and people are advised to stay away from rivers and rivulets. 
• Thirty-three people went missing after a cloudburst caused a flash flood in the Samej area near Jhakri hydro 

project in Shimla district. 
• Seven people went missing and three died near Tikkan Thalukot village in Mandi district. 
• In Jaon village, Kullu district, one person was killed, nine went missing, and 11 houses were washed away. Two 

bridges were also damaged 
• A flash flood occurred in Malana village, Kullu, and nine people were stranded near Charuru village due to swollen 

waters in the Beas River. 
• Various teams, including the National Disaster Response Force, State Disaster Response Force, State Police, 

Home Guard, and fire service, are conducting search and rescue operations. 
• Prime Minister Narendra Modi is monitoring the situation and has instructed officials to provide all possible 

assistance. 
• Home Minister Amit Shah has assured Chief Minister Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu of help from the Centre. 
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Prime Minster takes dig at China, says India does not believe in 
expansionism (02 August) 

• Prime Minister Narendra Modi stated that India does not believe in expansionism, indirectly addressing Chinese 
activities in the South China Sea. 

• Modi welcomed Vietnamese Prime Minister Pham Minh Chinh and emphasized the importance of freedom of 
navigation. 

• Mr. Minh Chinh supported India's maritime security stance and advocated for a collective approach to resolving 
conflicts, including in West Asia and Myanmar. 
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• The Vietnamese leader praised India's historical peace efforts in Vietnam and sought increased cooperation in 
energy, defense, and culture. 

• Modi reaffirmed India's commitment to a free, open, rule-based, and prosperous Indo-Pacific region. 
• Prime Minister Modi's remarks on expansionism followed External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar's participation in 

the Quad Foreign Ministers’ meeting in Tokyo, where India, Australia, Japan, and the US emphasized freedom of 
navigation, indirectly addressing China's South China Sea activities. 

• Vietnamese Prime Minister Minh Chinh supported this stance, stressing peace, stability, security, and adherence 
to international law, including UNCLOS 1982, for resolving disputes in the East and South China Seas. 

• Minh Chinh described India as a stabilizing force in the Indo-Pacific region and acknowledged India’s early role in 
supporting peace in Vietnam as Chairman of the International Commission for Supervision and Control in the 
1950s. 

• Vietnamese Prime Minister Minh Chinh expressed gratitude for India’s non-alignment policy and called for a 
collective approach to resolving global conflicts. 

• He highlighted ASEAN as a key platform for development and dialogue and argued that conflicts, such as those in 
the Middle East and Myanmar, require multilateral solutions rather than efforts from a single country. 

• Secretary (East) of India’s Ministry of External Affairs confirmed that both India and Vietnam support peace and 
stability in Myanmar and advocate for an ASEAN-centric approach to address the conflict. 

 

RTE Act covers admissions to KG classes too, rules Madras HC (02 
August) 

• The Madras High Court ruled that under the Right of Children to Free and Compulsory Education (RTE) Act, 2009, 
admissions to kindergarten cannot be denied based on age, even though the Act specifically applies to children 
aged six to 14. 

• Justice Anita Sumanth emphasized that the Act’s goal is to provide education from pre-school to eighth grade, and 
this objective takes precedence over technical age-related concerns. 

• The court granted petitions against two private schools in Coimbatore that had denied admission to Lower 
Kindergarten (LKG) for children under the RTE Act. 

• Government Pleader M. Rajendiran argued that the children were under six years old. However, the judge noted 
that the State government had included younger children under the RTE Act by setting per child expenditure for 
LKG and UKG classes at ₹6,000 per year. 

• The judge explained that although the RTE Act defines a child as aged six to 14, the State's extension of benefits to 
younger children aligns with Section 12(1) of the Act, which supports preschool education. 
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• The judge emphasized that the RTE Act’s intent to provide education from kindergarten to eighth grade overrides 
specific age definitions, and states can set different age requirements for starting school. 

Opposition targets Centre over roof leak in Parliament, seeks discussion 
(02 August) 

• A blue plastic bucket placed in the new Parliament building's lobby to catch roof leaks led to criticism from the 
Opposition and a Congress motion for discussion. 

• The Lok Sabha Secretariat said there was only “minor leakage” due to displaced adhesive from the glass domes, 
with heavy rain causing waterlogging around the complex. 

• The new Parliament building, costing ₹971 crore, was inaugurated by Prime Minister Narendra Modi just over a 
year ago. 

• Congress MP Manickam Tagore posted a video showing a leaky dome and a bucket in the new Parliament building, 
criticizing the building's weather resilience and calling for a discussion in the Lok Sabha. 

• Samajwadi Party chief Akhilesh Yadav also criticized the new building, suggesting the old Parliament was better 
and questioning whether the water leakage was a result of poor design under the BJP government. 

‘Monstrous edifice’ 

• Trinamool Congress MPs criticized the new Parliament building's design, highlighting its lack of shelter and 
inadequate features during a cloudburst in Delhi. 

• Sagarika Ghose noted that the old Parliament building provided better shelter, while Mahua Moitra called the new 
building a “monstrous edifice to @narendramodi’s ego” and suggested it’s fitting that it is now facing issues. 

• The Lok Sabha Secretariat addressed concerns about the building's resilience, explaining that the glass domes, 
part of the Green Parliament concept, had minor leaks due to displaced adhesive during heavy rain. 

• They assured that the issue was detected promptly and corrective measures were taken immediately. 

 

BCCI, SAI told to curb surrogate advertising for tobacco, alcohol (02 
August) 
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• The Health Ministry has directed the Sports Authority of India (SAI) and the Board of Control for Cricket in India 
(BCCI) to prevent surrogate advertisements of tobacco and alcohol by athletes. 

• The Ministry emphasized that sportspersons, particularly cricketers, are role models for promoting a healthy 
lifestyle and expressed concern over their involvement in such ads during events like the IPL. 

• The Health Ministry has proposed measures to prevent surrogate advertising of tobacco and alcohol by athletes. 
• These include signing an anti-tobacco declaration, avoiding promotions 
at BCCI events, and issuing directives to athletes to refrain from such ads. 
• The Ministry also requests that celebrities be restricted from such 
advertisements at BCCI events. 
• The goal is to reduce tobacco consumption among youth and promote a 
positive image of athletes as health advocates. 

Lt.-Gen. Sadhna Saxena Nair is DG, Medical 
Services of Army (02 August) 

• Lieutenant-General Sadhna Saxena Nair became the first woman 

Director General, Medical Services (Army) 
on Thursday. 

• She was previously the first woman DG 
Hospital Services (Armed Forces) and an 
Air Marshal. 

• She graduated from Armed Forces 
Medical College, Pune, and joined the 
Army Medical Corps in 1985. 

• She is also the first woman Principal 
Medical Officer for Western Air Command 
and Training Command in the Indian Air 
Force. 

• She was an expert member of the Dr. 
Kasturirangan Committee for the National 
Education Policy. 

States can directly buy rice 
from FCI, says Food Minister 
(02 August) 
They need not take part in e-auction for 
buying additional stock; Centre brings 16 
more items underprice monitoring system, 
launches app 

• State governments can now purchase rice 
directly from the Food Corporation of India 
(FCI) under the Open Market Sale Scheme 
(Domestic) without e-auction. 

• This change aims to reduce surplus stocks before the next kharif season's procurement. 
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• States can buy rice at ₹2,800 per quintal (excluding transportation) if they need more than the 5 kg free grain per 
person under the Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Anna Yojana (PMGKAY), down from the previous rate of ₹2,900 per 
quintal. 

• The Centre will provide rice directly to the States under this scheme. 
• PMGKAY will continue to provide free foodgrains to about 81.35 crore beneficiaries for five years starting January 1, 

2024, with a total cost of ₹11.8 lakh crore borne by the Centre. 
• The Centre has completed replacing custom-milled rice with fortified rice in all government schemes. 
• Rising vegetable prices are seasonal, with tomato prices stabilizing. Subsidized tomatoes are available at ₹60 per 

kg without using the price stabilization fund. 
• The Price Monitoring System (PMS) mobile app now monitors 38 commodities daily, up from 22. 
• New items added for price monitoring include bajra, jowar, ragi, suji, maida, besan, ghee, butter, brinjal, egg, black 

pepper, coriander, cumin seed, red chillies, turmeric powder, and banana. 

• Allahabad HC rejects plea by Shahi Id gah mosque committee (02 
August) 

• The Allahabad High Court dismissed a plea by the Shahi Idgah mosque committee challenging 18 lawsuits seeking 
the mosque's removal from a shared complex with the Katra Keshav Dev temple. 

• The court noted that the Places of Worship Act does not define "religious character," and such determination is 
necessary for the Act's provisions to apply. 

• A main suit on the Krishna Janmabhoomi-Shahi Idgah mosque dispute is still pending. Hindu worshippers claim 
the mosque was built by Mughal Emperor Aurangzeb after demolishing a Hindu temple. 

• The Allahabad High Court had previously ordered a survey of the mosque, but the Supreme Court stayed this order 
earlier this month. 

• The High Court rejected the Muslim side’s plea to dismiss the Hindu side’s lawsuits based on the Places of 
Worship Act, Limitation Act, and Specific Relief Act. 

• The court ruled that all 18 lawsuits from the past two decades are maintainable and should proceed to trial. 
• The court stated that the religious character of the property cannot be determined at this stage and must be 

decided based on trial evidence. 
• The mosque committee argued that a compromise was made in 1968 between the parties, which was 

acknowledged by the Hindu plaintiffs. 

Punitive tax on imported laboratory chemicals removed after furore (02 
August)  

• The Finance Ministry clarified that imported laboratory chemicals will now be taxed at 10% instead of the 
previously proposed 150%. 

• Denatured ethanol is the only laboratory chemical excluded from this reduced tax rate. 
• Laboratory chemicals are essential for scientific research, including reagents and enzymes that are often rare and 

costly. 
• The Customs Department defines these chemicals as any chemicals, organic or inorganic, packed in quantities 

not exceeding 500 grams or milliliters, intended solely for laboratory use. 

Seek clarification 

• Scientists were alarmed when notified that they would face a 150% tax increase on laboratory chemicals, which 
was later clarified to be 10%. 

• This tax hike aimed to address misuse of the classification by some importing ethanol to avoid high duties. 
• Ethanol is of two types: one used in alcohol production and denatured ethanol used in labs. Local denatured 

ethanol production means imports are often unnecessary. 
• The Finance Ministry now requires imported laboratory chemicals to have a certification stating they will be used 

solely for research and not for commercial trade. 

A verdict on the Money Bill that India awaits (02 August) 
• A seven-judge Bench of the Supreme Court of India will soon hear arguments on the definition of a Money Bill. 
• The ruling will impact several recent legislations passed without the Rajya Sabha's approval. 
• The case has significant implications for India's federal structure and constitutional power divisions. 
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• The reference to the seven-judge Bench stems from a November 2019 verdict in the Rojer Mathew vs South Indian 
Bank Ltd. case. 

• The Finance Act, 2017, challenged in this case, was certified as a Money Bill and significantly changed the 
authority and jurisdiction of 26 different tribunals. 

• The Act abolished some tribunals, merged others, set qualifications for tribunal members, and imposed various 
service conditions. 

Articles and dentitions 

• In Rojer Mathew, petitioners argued that the changes in the Finance Act, 2017, were too extensive to qualify as a 
Money Bill. 

• Under India's Constitution, a Bill must be approved by both Houses of Parliament to become law, except for 
Money Bills. 

• Article 109 allows Money Bills to become law with only the Lok Sabha's approval, while the Rajya Sabha can only 
make non-binding recommendations. 

• Article 110(1) defines a Money Bill and lists subjects it can cover, such as taxation, borrowing regulation, 
appropriation from the Consolidated Fund, and related matters. 

• A Bill containing only these subjects is deemed a Money Bill. 
• Article 110(3) states that the Speaker of the Lok Sabha has the final authority to determine if a Bill is a Money Bill. 
• The term "only" implies that a Bill with additional subjects beyond those listed in Article 110(1) cannot be a Money 

Bill. 
• The Finance Act, 2017, attempted to include more subjects than allowed, thus challenging its classification as a 

Money Bill. 
• A Finance Act is typically passed annually to outline fiscal plans. 
• The Finance Act, 2017, made significant changes to tribunal functioning, affecting judicial independence. 
• The law allowed the Union Executive extensive power to regulate tribunals. 
• The Act included elements related to Article 110(1), such as tribunal members' salaries from the Consolidated 

Fund of India. 
• Most of the Act amended substantive laws, extending beyond the scope of Article 110(1). 
• The Supreme Court in Rojer Mathew found the Act's use of a Money Bill to be an abuse of power. 
• Changes to terms of office, executive regulation of tribunals, and appointment qualifications should not have 

been made through a Money Bill. 
• The Finance Act, 2017, was deemed a colorable exercise of power, distorting the Constitution's intent. 
• The majority on the five-judge Bench felt constrained by previous rulings. 
• In K.S. Puttaswamy vs Union of India (2018), the standards for reviewing a Speaker's decision to certify a Money 

Bill were unclear. 
• The word "only" in Article 110(1) was overlooked in K.S. Puttaswamy. 
• Justice A.K. Sikri's majority opinion stated that the Aadhaar Act met Money Bill conditions due to Section 7's link to 

subsidies, benefits, and services funded by the Consolidated Fund of India. 
• Other provisions of the Aadhaar Act, like enrollment, biometric data, consent, offenses, penalties, and a statutory 

authority, were not incidental to Article 110(1) subjects. 
• The seven-judge Bench must now consider the implications of "only" in Article 110(1). 
• Their decision will have significant consequences as the Rajya Sabha has been bypassed in other instances before 

and after Rojer Mathew. 
• The Finance Act, 2019, made significant changes to the Prevention of Money Laundering Act, 2002 (PMLA) via a 

Money Bill. 
• Changes included redefining "proceeds of crime" and granting the Enforcement Directorate extensive powers. 
• The Supreme Court upheld many of these amendments in Vijay Madanlal Choudhary vs Union of India (2022) but 

left open the validity of using a Money Bill for these changes. 
• The seven-judge Bench's ruling will be significant, impacting various laws. 
• Justice D.Y. Chandrachud emphasized the Rajya Sabha's essential role in reflecting India's pluralism and federal 

structure. 
• He argued that differences between the two Houses should not be resolved by bypassing the Rajya Sabha. 
• Money Bills should ensure government access to funds for basic administration without bypassing the Rajya 

Sabha's legislative oversight. 
• Allowing the misuse of Money Bills could undermine the Constitution and democracy. 
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Propelling the U.K. and India story (02 August) 
• Prime Minister Narendra Modi won a third consecutive term in India in June. 
• The Labour Party under Sir Keir Starmer achieved a landslide victory in the U.K. in July. 
• This marks a new chapter in the U.K.-India partnership. 
• The Labour Party aims to establish a “new strategic partnership” with India. 
• Goals include quickly finalizing the U.K.-India Free Trade Agreement (FTA) and increasing cooperation on security, 

technology, climate change, and education. 
• U.K.’s Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, David Lammy, visited India shortly after taking office. 
• The ‘2030 Roadmap’ has been successful, with bilateral trade at £39 billion in 2023. 
• Both countries are heavily investing in each other's economies, employing around 800,000 people. 
• A new Roadmap to 2047 is suggested to further enhance the partnership. 

India matters and it matters now 

• India's global position is strong with a successful G-20 Presidency, a notable moon landing, leadership in digital 
infrastructure, and soon-to-be the world's third largest economy. 

• The U.K. India Business Council aims to help the U.K. and its companies understand and capitalize on India's 
opportunities. 

• India is seen as a strategic partner in R&D, technology, talent, and supply chains. 
• The new U.K. government should prioritize India for an equal economic partnership, creating jobs and prosperity in 

both countries. 
• A swift Free Trade Agreement (FTA) would be transformative, focusing on technology and R&D collaboration. 
• India offers the best ROI per dollar of R&D spend, exemplified by ISRO's achievements. 
• Indian firms are eager to collaborate with U.K. companies and universities. 
• The U.K. and India have a strong healthcare partnership, including developing life-saving malaria vaccines. 
• There is potential for more U.K. clinical trials in India, shared healthcare research, and knowledge transfer. 
• The U.K. is investing in sustainability technology and providing climate financing to India. 
• U.K. universities are collaborating with Indian industry to develop talent and offering higher education through 

Transnational Education routes. 

Key areas of alignment 

• The landmark G2G agreement on science and innovation highlights the potential for collaboration. 
• The U.K. and India are natural partners in defense and security. 
• The U.K. used to supply most of India's defense equipment, now holding only a 2.5% market share. 
• India focuses on indigenization, building defense technology supply chains, accessing critical technology, 

increasing exports, and creating domestic jobs. 
• The U.K.'s defense industry can support India's goals. 
• India's Defence Minister Rajnath Singh's visit to the U.K. in January 2024 indicates rising momentum. 
• Mobility is a key area of alignment, especially for students and skilled professionals. 
• Ensuring mobility will build trust and confidence, encouraging Indian investment in the U.K. 
• The U.K. issued about 350,000 visas to Indian nationals for work, education, or as dependents last year. 
• There is vast potential for a deeper U.K.-India economic partnership, requiring effort from both nations. 
• India could benefit from further business environment reforms. 
• British companies are committed to manufacturing in India and welcome policies that integrate India into their 

supply chains without reducing efficiency. 
• A facilitative tariff and standards regime would help unlock significant investment inflows 
• Taxation policies and regulatory treatment should ensure parity and a level playing field for all investors. 
• British investors are interested in creating new Intellectual Property (IP) in India, provided there is adequate 

protection and commercial compensation for their IP. 
• Optimizing ease of doing business is important, including shorter approval timelines and a consistent, transparent 

approach across government departments, states, and regulators. 
• Continued collaboration with both governments is crucial to deepen the bilateral economic partnership. 
• India is seen as the most exciting economic story today, marking the beginning of the Indian century. 
• There is a strong emphasis on joining forces for greater global good. 

Private consultation (02 August) 
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Government’s gatekeeping of critical debates hurts trust in policymaking 

• The Ministry of Information and Broadcasting is holding closed-door meetings with the broadcasting and 
entertainment industry regarding the Broadcasting Services (Regulation) Bill, 2023. 

• Only a few select stakeholders have access to the 
newest draft, under strict confidentiality with unique 
watermarks to identify leaks. 
• Public consultations are crucial for laws affecting many, as 
recognized by the 2014 Pre-Legislative Consultation Policy. 
• While the government circulated an earlier version of the 
Bill publicly, it withheld responses and consulted only a few 
stakeholders. 
• This approach excludes online creators, large parts of the 
media industry, and civil society, who are most affected by media 
regulation. 
• The Bill aims to expand an already comprehensive 
regulatory framework, criticized for chilling free expression in news 
and entertainment media. 
• Evidence of this chilling effect includes the toning down of 
OTT streaming platforms' content since the IT Rules, 2021. 
• Lack of meaningful public consultation in policymaking may 
be a deliberate strategy to gatekeep major policy changes. 
• This strategy determines who gets to participate in policy 
deliberations. 
• The process of excluding broader public input is alarming, 
especially in media regulation. 
• Interests of established corporate stakeholders may not 
align with those of emerging creators, independent 
commentators, social media users, and independent journalists. 
• Without knowing or responding to other stakeholders' 
views, the proposal's quality and sincerity are questionable. 
• The government should stop quick and closed methods of 
policymaking that reduce public trust. 
• Meaningful public consultation allows diverse points of 
view without hindering lawmakers' actions. 
• Rushed and exclusive consultations may result in flawed 
and exclusionary legislation. 

Contested harvest (02 August) 

GM crops might not be perfect, but what matters is that they 
are useful 

• A two-judge Bench of the Supreme Court of India delivered 
a split verdict on allowing genetically modified (GM) mustard in 
farmer fields. 
• Currently, only GM cotton is permissible in India. 
• Success with GM cotton led to the development of GM 
seeds in food crops like rice, wheat, tomato, brinjal, and mustard, 
but none have been released yet. 
• DMH-11 (Dhara Mustard Hybrid-11) was developed at Delhi 
University's biotechnology department under a publicly funded 
project. 
• DMH-11's genes make it lucrative for private seed 
companies to create new hybrid varieties. 
• For approval, crops must be sown over three seasons in 
different agro-climatic zones and perform better than existing 
varieties. 
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• Trials by the Indian Council of Agricultural Research showed DMH-11 met these metrics. 
• The GEAC, a scientific advisory body under the Ministry of Environment and Forests, approved DMH-11 in October 

2022, subject to certain tests. 
• Environmentalist groups claim DMH-11 is a 'herbicide tolerant' crop, forcing farmers to use specific pesticides 

with harmful environmental effects. 
• There are allegations of a lack of transparency about this information by developers. 
• The approval and findings have been contested in court by Aruna Rodrigues and Gene Campaign. 
• The judges disagreed on whether the GEAC was correct. 
• Justice Nagarathna said the GEAC violated the 'precautionary principle' by not fully deliberating on the 

consequences. 
• Justice Karol was satisfied with the GEAC's process. 
• The case is now passed to a larger Bench led by the Chief Justice of India. 
• The Court ordered the Centre to develop a policy on GM crops. 
• The dispute over GM crops is more ideological than based on agricultural metrics like yield and farm economics. 
• India's history with hybrid seeds and synthetic fertilizers, which improved yields but caused environmental harm, 

amplifies the ideological divide. 
• The Court and the government should balance good solutions against seeking perfect ones. 

Is the Centre being iniquitous in State transfers? (02 August) 
• Opposition Chief Ministers have boycotted a NITI Aayog meeting, accusing the Centre of bias in resource 

allocation. 
• Pinaki Chakraborty notes that the Budget has become less significant for state resource allocation since 

economic liberalization. 
• This year's Budget focused on schemes for specific states like Bihar and Andhra Pradesh, but their fiscal impact is 

considered limited in the overall resource flow to states. 
• R. Ramakumar highlights different types of central transfers to states: devolution of taxes, loans, finance 

commission grants, and discretionary grants. 
• The issue lies with discretionary grants, which lack clear criteria and can lead to arbitrary allocation, undermining 

cooperative federalism. 
• Over the past decade, packages have been announced for selected states without clear rationale, and this trend 

continues in the current Budget. 
• Critics argue that NITI Aayog, which replaced the Planning Commission, now mainly focuses on creating indices 

and ranking states. There is a debate on whether it should be given more powers. 
• Pinaki Chakraborty (PC) explains that the Planning Commission was abolished to give states more flexibility 

through untied resources and increased devolution, which was intended to improve planning and reduce regional 
inequalities. 

• NITI Aayog could potentially provide capital grants through a consultative process without the rigidity of centrally 
sponsored schemes. 

• R. Ramakumar (RR) notes that while the Planning Commission, though not a constitutional body, acted as a 
crucial forum for addressing regional inequalities and allowed states to engage with the Centre. 

• NITI Aayog lacks this role, leading to concerns that states no longer have a forum to discuss and address their 
issues with central transfers. 

• The National Development Council has been disbanded, and NITI Aayog is seen as a powerless think tank with no 
enforcement capability. 

• Decision-making on transfers has shifted to the Ministry of Finance, leading to calls for a new, credible body for 
transparent and professional discussions between the Centre and States. 

• There is a need for rule-based, non-discretionary transfers outside of Finance Commission recommendations. 
• The debate on tax distribution involves whether states that contribute more should receive more or if resources 

should be distributed to ensure comparable service levels across states. 
• Pinaki Chakraborty argues that using tax collection as a criterion for devolution will increase inequality in resource 

distribution, as major taxes are collected in a few key business areas. 
• Tax devolution alone cannot address all issues because major taxes are collected in a few key areas, leading to 

increased inequality. 
• States with high per capita incomes may face declining transfers, which could affect their fiscal stability; such 

issues should be addressed through grants. 
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• Specific state needs may not be fully addressed by devolution formulas, so grants are needed for state-specific 
challenges. 

• The devolution share should be increased to 50% of the divisible pool to balance differences between states. 
• The revenue from cesses and surcharges, which have grown, should either be shared with states or the Centre 

should reduce its reliance on them. 
• Cesses and surcharges have increased over time, despite the Constitution suggesting they should be temporary. 

Their rise is linked to the growth of Centrally Sponsored Schemes (CSS). 
• The Centre offset the increased devolution to states (from 32% to 42%) by raising cesses and surcharges, which 

are excluded from net proceeds shared with states, and by shifting more costs to states. 
• Cumulatively, about ₹36 lakh crore from cesses and surcharges collected between 2015-16 and 2024-25 has not 

been shared with states. 
• While cesses and surcharges are not unconstitutional, they should be limited in number and duration, and should 

be used fully for their intended purposes. 
• The Finance Commission could address this by increasing states' share in devolution from 41% to 50% and 

ensuring that cesses and surcharges are more transparently managed. 
• Kerala's Finance Minister noted that revenue deficit grants for the state have decreased, borrowing limits have 

been reduced, and the state's share in the divisible pool has fallen. 
• According to Pinaki Chakraborty, revenue deficit grants are given to states with deficits even after tax devolution. 

States have strict borrowing limits for macroeconomic stability, and allowing unrestricted borrowing could harm 
stability. 

• R. Ramakumar argued that Kerala faces a hard budget constraint not due to fiscal irresponsibility but because of 
its significant investments in the social sector. Kerala's investment in social sectors results in a need for revenue 
deficit grants. The 16th Finance Commission should continue providing such grants to compensate for Kerala's 
historical challenges in the devolution process. 

The relevance of pumped storage projects (02 August) 
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Why is renewable power generation subject to variations and weather changes? How do power managers decide 
which energy source to use? Where are some of the pumped storage projects of India situated? How do the 
reservoirs in Kadambari, Tamil Nadu operate? 

• The 2024-25 Union Budget plans to introduce a policy for pumped storage projects to manage electricity storage 
and integrate renewable energy smoothly. 

• Pumped storage is important because India aims to reach 500GW of non-fossil fuel energy by 2030. From 2021 to 
2023, India added 23GW of non-fossil capacity, with a significant portion coming from wind and solar energy. 

• Renewable energy is variable and intermittent, so maintaining a steady power supply is challenging. 
• Policies prioritize using all renewable energy generated and minimizing its curtailment. 
• Advanced forecasting techniques help predict renewable power generation variations, allowing grid operators to 

adjust other power sources accordingly. 
• Hydro power can be adjusted quickly, while coal and nuclear power require more time to change output. 
• To address the variability of renewable energy, solutions for energy storage have been proposed, including scaling 

up batteries and using compressed air. Pumped storage, which uses water, is a common method. 
• India currently has 3.3GW of pumped storage capacity, with major sites including Nagarjunasagar, Kadana, 

Kadamparai, Panchet, and Bhira. 
• China leads globally with 50GW of pumped storage supporting 1,300GW of wind and solar energy. 
• India needs to significantly increase its pumped storage capacity to meet renewable energy targets. 
• Pumped storage comes in two types: on-river (like traditional hydroelectric projects) and off-river (using two 

reservoirs at different levels to store and release water). Kadamparai in Tamil Nadu is an example of an off-river 
pumped storage project. 

• n Tamil Nadu, wind and solar power generate up to half of all electricity during noon but drop to zero at sunset. 
• The Kadamparai pumped storage plant in Coimbatore, operational for about 37 years, has four units, each with a 

capacity of 100 MW. 
• The plant has a higher reservoir about 380 meters above a lower reservoir. 
• It generates power when water flows from the upper to the lower reservoir and functions as a pump to move water 

back up when needed. 
• Power managers plan the next day's operations based on expected demand and weather forecasts. 
• At noon, surplus solar power is used to pump water at Kadamparai. 
• Each unit of Kadamparai needs 20% more power to pump water than it generates. 
• The plant takes about 1.5 hours to switch from pumping to generating mode and 30 minutes to start generating full 

load. 
• After sunset, Kadamparai switches to generating power, producing up to 400 MW for 3-4 hours to support evening 

peak loads. 
• The plant may operate at less than full load late at night, with minimal water leakage often replenished by rainfall. 

On election of the European Commission president (02 August) 
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Why did Giorgia Meloni, Italy’s far right Prime Minister, disapprove of the European Council’s decision on Ursula 
von der Leyen’s candidature? What are some of the challenges ahead for the European Union? 

• On July 18, Ursula von der Leyen was re-elected as the President of the European Commission for a second term. 
• Her re-election had a clear majority of 40 votes, a significant increase from the narrow nine-vote margin she had in 

2019. 
• The EC President is chosen in a two-stage process: first, proposed and elected by the European Council (EU 

leaders), and then confirmed by a secret ballot in the European Parliament. 
• Traditionally, the choice is straightforward due to the dominance of three major political groups: EPP, S&D, and 

Renew. 
• Von der Leyen's candidacy faced challenges due to the strong performance of the far-right Brothers of Italy party 

and the European Conservatives and Reformists (ECR), which briefly became the third-largest group in the EU 
Parliament. 

• Italian far-right leader Giorgia Meloni and Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor Orban opposed Ursula von der Leyen's 
candidacy for a second term. 

• Meloni’s opposition and the disapproval from Orban led to a vote among the remaining 25 EU leaders. 
• In the European Parliament, Von der Leyen faced some uncertainty due to Meloni’s stance. 
• Von der Leyen ultimately received 401 votes, meeting the required majority in the 720-seat parliament. 
• The Green party, with 53 MEPs, played a crucial role in her confirmation by supporting her for the first time. 
• The future of the Green Deal and the impact of the Eurosceptic Patriots for Europe group, now the third-largest 

bloc, remain to be seen. 

What will be the challenges Ms. Von der Leyen will have to face? 

• The European Commission (EC) handles external affairs and proposes collective legislation for the EU. 
• One of its key tasks is creating the EU’s seven-year budget. 
• Ursula von der Leyen has promised to link EU budget disbursements to adherence to the rule of law and respect 

for fundamental rights. 
• With far-right parties gaining influence in some national governments, there are concerns about democratic 

backsliding. 
• Von der Leyen’s second term is expected to be challenging as she navigates various political interests and 

constituencies. 

 




